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Pebmarsh Parish Council

Chairman: Cllr H Anderson
Clerk: Mrs P Potter: 20 Gore Lane, Rayne, CM77 6TU: 07790 598363; pebmarshpc@hotmail.com
MINUTES
of the Parish Council Meeting held
Wednesday 7 January 2015
Present:





In attendance:


Cllr H Anderson (Chairman)



Mrs P Potter (Clerk)
Cllr M Collett





Eight members of the public

Cllr S Nott






Cllr J Tufnell




1.
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Nott.  County Cllr David Finch was also unable to attend.

2.
Declarations of Interest


None

3.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings Held 16 September and 4 November 2014
The minutes of the meetings held 16 September and 4 November 2014 were agreed as a true record and signed accordingly. 

4.
District and County Items


4.1
BDC Issues
Cllr Shelton attended to report on current issues from Braintree District Council.  These are highlighted:
· BDC have prepared a mini guide for older people’s services, which is available through the BDC offices, which gives details of contacts how to access them. 
  
· Local Plan: The Call for Sites process is moving forward.  Over 300 sites have been identified across the district, which Officers are now working through.  Public consultation is currently scheduled for the Autumn of 2015, with examination of the Local Plan in Autumn/Winter 2016.
· Dedham Vale AONB and Stour Valley Project: Cllr Shelton encouraged the Parish Council to get onto the mailing list for this organisation, who look after and champion this area. 
· Healthcare: Cllr Shelton wanted to remind parishioners that the nearest walk in centre for Pebmarsh is at Turner Road, Colchester, which is available from 7am -10pm every day and has free parking. 
· BDC budget strategy for the next financial year includes freezing the District Council’s tax level and to deliver a balanced budget. The aim is to deliver value for money while maintaining services.

· The Overview and Scrutiny Committee are currently looking at poverty in the district.  Cllr Shelton is keen to publicise the local Holdfast Credit Union, which aims to enable people not to get into debt to moneylenders. People who are on low wages/incomes can borrow money on low rates of interest and can also save money with them. 
4.2
ECC Issues
Cllr Finch was unable to attend the meeting but circulated his latest Parish Update report to Councillors.
5.
Public Forum
Members of the public attended the meeting to discuss the purchase of the telephone box to house a defibrillator, for the benefit of anyone needing it in the event of an emergency.  The discussion is reported in item 10 below.



6.
BDC Planning Issues


6.1 Planning Applications:

· 14/01646/FUL: Barley Mow, Cross End - The roof to the rear extension is to be reduced in height to enable the applicant to have a clear view from the bedroom window. 
It was agreed not to comment on this application.

6.2: Planning Committee
No comments were made on the following:
· 14/01391/FUL: Catley Cross Stables – two storey extension, garage and driveway.
· 14/01424/2: 2 Rose Cottages, Mill Lane – demolish porch and conservatory, build two storey side and one storey rear extension.

· 14/01470/FUL: Catley Cross Stables - Proposed development of Catley Stud, horse breeding facilities and agricultural enterprises including change of use of land for the siting of a temporary dwelling
· 14/01508/FUL: 4 Mill Lane – Removal of lean to and outhouse, ground floor extension to side and rear.
6.3 Planning Results – these were noted:
The following cases were permitted:

· 14/01225/MMA:  Broomhills, Catley Cross – 1m side extension to existing approval.
· 14/00306/TPOCON: Weavers Vale House, The Street – Intention to carry out works to trees – repollard one Willow, reduce Goat Willow to same height as Willow and reduce height of Alder by 15ft.

7.
Affordable Housing – S106 Agreement

Cllr Anderson was pleased to report that agreement has been reached with all the relevant parties and that the legal documentation is currently being awaited.
8.
Telecommunications Mast


There has not been any progress on this matter at the present time.
9.
Highways

ECC are putting in further 30mph roundels along The Street, to remind drivers of the speed 
limit, however, they have decided not to put in the ‘20’s Plenty’ sign until they have carried
out a further survey in early May, after the roundels have been put in.
10.
Purchase of Telephone Box/Installation of Defibrillator

Eight members of the public attended the meeting, to put the idea forward to the Parish Council, to purchase the red telephone box in the village and install a defibrillator.  These are becoming more common around the country - it was reported that one installed in a nearby village was used 4 times over the Christmas period.  The cost of a defibrillator is around £1000 for the defibrillator and a further £700 for the secure box it is installed in.  
A charity, the Community Heartbeat Trust, who can make all the necessary arrangements for this have been contacted and are working with residents to set this up.  With regards to funding this project, a small amount of people/organisations in the village are prepared to donate towards this and further fundraising is being undertaken.  It is intended that both the telephone box and the defibrillator would become the property of the Parish Council and therefore also the maintenance thereof. As an indication of expected maintenance levels, it was reported that the batteries need replacing every 7 years or so and the pads need replacing if they are used. Monthly inspections also need to take place to ensure that the equipment is in working order.

An explanation was given as to how the system works:  The defibrillator can only be removed by using a code.  This code is held by the emergency services, and if 999 is called, the code will be given by the operator so that someone can then get to the phone box and remove the equipment.  The defibrillator, once in use, gives the person overseeing it instructions, monitors the patient and operates itself accordingly and it can be used by paramedics once they have arrived.  
The Parish Council were asked to approve the transfer of the phone box and to complete and sign the paperwork. This was agreed to subject to the documents being checked over.
With regard to agreeing to take on the asset of the defibrillation equipment, maintenance, inspections etc, these aspects are still to be agreed.  It was stated that if the equipment was not working when someone needed to use it, but the relevant checks had been undertaken with due diligence, there would not be any liability on the part of the Parish Council.  This and other relevant issues need to be discussed with and agreed with the Parish Council’s insurers before the scheme went ahead.  Similarly, funds for ongoing maintenance will also need to be looked at.  This item will need to come back to a future meeting for further discussion once all the relevant facts and costs have been investigated.

11.
Finance


11.1
Finance Report



The latest finance reports were received.



11.2
The following cheques were approved for payment:



11.2.1
£  423.01
Clerk Salary (December 2014, January 2015)



11.2.2
£    36.56
Clerk Expenses (November, December 2014)



11.2.3
£  420.00 
Chris Mortimer – footpath maintenance


11.2.4
£    36.00
Chris Mortimer – playground inspection Nov 14


11.2.5
£    36.00
Chris Mortimer – playground inspection Dec 14


11.2.6
£2130.00
War Memorial


11.2.7
£    20.00
Street Lighting


11.2.8
£    35.00
Information Commissioner – Data Protection Register

11.3
Payments made between meetings were noted:



11.3.1
£    26.40
A& J Lighting Maintenance (November 2014)



11.3.2
£    26.40
A&J Lighting Maintenance (December 2014)


11.3.3
£1433.33
Loan Payment (PWLB)

11.4
Monies received since the last meeting were noted:


11.4.1
£ 868.97
HMRC VAT repayment
12.
National Salary Award 2014-16: Clerk Pay Scales

The implementation of new NALC Clerk pay scales were agreed.
13.
2015 Prices – Grass/Footpath Cutting and Playground Inspections
The increases to prices for 2015 with regard to grass cutting and playground monthly inspections were agreed. 
14.
Noticeboard
The final arrangements for the new noticeboard have been made and it should be delivered within the next 30 days.  The arrangements for obtaining posts and putting up the board to be finalised with Cllr Nott.  

15.
Budget and Precept for 2015/16
The budget for 2015/16 was agreed and the Precept was set at £6550, which equates to a levy on a Band D house in the parish of £28.72
16.
Problems with Dog Waste
Ways of promoting responsibility to dog owners who do not pick up after their dogs were discussed.  The Clerk will contact Braintree District Council to obtain some posters which can be put up around the parish. 

17.
Clerk’s Report


The Clerk went through correspondence received.

18.
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting was provisionally set for 11 March, as the Annual Parish Assembly, followed by a Parish Council meeting.


19.
Closure                       
 


The meeting closed at 9.30pm.
Signed ……………………………………………………
Chairman

…………………………………………………………….

Date
