
WHEN OUT IN THE 
COUNTRYSIDE:

− keep to designated footpaths.
− shut gates where appropriate.
− keep in single file across fields.
− keep noise to a minimum.
− guard against fires.
− keep dogs under control (on lead
 when livestock present).
− take your litter home.
− treat the countryside with respect.
− no cycling on footpaths.

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY: 

The County Council (Highways) 
has a statutory duty to maintain 
public rights of way. Farmers 
must restore cross-field paths after 
cultivation, and must not disturb 
headland paths without permission. 
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T
he V

illage
T

he stream
 that crosses the parish is 

called the Peb and to the north-east 
of the village centre it runs through a 
m

arshy area. B
ut, contrary to com

m
on 

belief, it does not seem
 that this is how

 
the village got its nam

e. It is derived 
from

 Tybba’s E
rsc’, m

eaning a stubble 
field or pasture belonging to Pybba.
T

he sam
e Pybba gave his nam

e to 
Pebehale, a site now

 lost, believed to be 
at or near Stebbing.

In the 13th century the m
anorial rights 

of the village w
ere held by the Fitz R

alph 
fam

ily.

Pebm
arsh becam

e an im
portant 

w
atering hole on the drovers’ route from

 
Lavenham

 to C
oggeshall. T

he sheep 
w

ere w
ell sated in the Peb, w

hile their 
m

inders took the sam
e advantage of the 

hostelry. O
nly recently, evidence w

as 
found of their sleeping accom

m
odation 

in the roof, on palliasses.

For sim
ilarly strategic reasons G

eorge 
C

ourtauld built his first silk-w
eaving 

m
ill in M

ill Lane (opposite the church), 
in 1798. Plentiful cheap labour w

as 
a factor, as w

as the w
ater of the Peb, 

though ‘the pow
er of w

ater at the 
propos’d spot w

as sm
all’, but his m

ain 
reason w

as m
ainly to link the silk centres 

of London and N
orw

ich.

T
he Footpaths

M
ost footpaths have been literally 

w
alked into existence, w

orn into being 

by m
an and his livestock. T

hey took 

country people from
 their hom

es to 

church, to the pub, the farm
, the m

ar-

ket or their place of w
ork.

T
he Tudors w

ere the first to build roads 

on any scale after the R
om

ans. M
any 

paths becam
e roads, but m

ost

rem
ained intact.

T
his is the legacy w

hich w
e are now

 

able to enjoy. Footpaths take the w
alker 

back in tim
e, to share view

s our fore-

bears w
itnessed up to a thousand years 

ago. T
hey give us access to the heart of 

the countryside and to a precious soli-

tude infrequently available in m
odern 

life.

T
here are 103,000 m

iles of footpaths in 

E
ngland and W

ales, of w
hich about 

10 m
iles are in the parish of Pebm

arsh! 

W
e hope that you w

ill enjoy w
alking 

them
.

B
rass to Sir W

illiam
 Fitz R

alph, c. 1323; the 
E

ffigy and three pieces of the Inscription ( 19 );
from

 a rubbing by the R
ev. G

. M
ontague.

B
enton, F.S.A

., 23 July 1901.


